
 

 

FRA LEGISLATIVE VICTORIES 2018 

FRA maintains a strong and creditable presence on Capitol Hill and legislative 

successes during the year include:  

• Blocking a huge TRICARE fee increase that would have doubled annual 

fees for TRICARE beneficiaries under age 65; 

• House passing the Agent Orang Blue Water Navy bill (H.R. 299) and now 

(pending in Senate); 

• Expanding VA caregiver program to include all severely disabled veterans. 

Original program applied to badly disabled veterans that were injured after 

September 11, 2001; 

• Limiting rent increases for residents at Armed Forces Retirement Home 

(AFRH) for next year and phasing in next year’s scheduled huge fee 

increase over three years;  

• Prohibiting AFRH from removing residents only because they are unable to 

pay rent; 

• Increasing Navy and Marine Corps reserve and active duty end strength for 

FY 2019;   

• Consolidating 7 VA community care programs into one to improve 

efficiency of care; 



• Increasing annual active duty pay (2.6%) that keeps pace with civilian pay 

increases; 

• Repealing a scheduled 1% cut in Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) for 

active duty;  

• Expanding availability of Military One Source for retired and discharged 

members of the Armed Forces; 

• Allowing Purple Heart, Medal of Honor, former POW, and service-

connected disability veterans, and caregiver for disabled veterans to use 

commissaries and MWR facilities;  

• Filing a Senate floor amendment, at FRA’s request, to expand concurrent 

receipt. Amendment was not called for a vote;  

• Permitting veterans, who have a 100 percent service connected disability, to 

utilize a travel benefit currently extended to active duty and retired military 

members and their families to travel on military aircraft when there is extra 

space onboard. 

• Mandating maximum life insurance coverage for service members deployed 

in a combat zone; and 

• Increasing VA funding (6.1%) for FY 2019. 

 

FRA Action Center (www.fra.org) provides grassroots advocacy for 

you to effectively represent your concerns on these issues and other 

pocketbook issues before Congress and appropriate federal 

agencies.  The Center provides prewritten letters that can be edited 

or you can compose your own.   

 


